detention. He was told by the Chief Jailer of an Indian
jail that he often thought himself to be a bigger criminal
than the prisoners under him. No one, however, would
be able to deceive the biggest Jailer above.
JAILS AS MENTAL HOSPITALS
What should their jails be like in free India? He
had long held the opinion that all criminals should
be treated as patients and the jails should be hospitals
admitting this class of patients for treatment and cure,
No one committed crime for the fun of it. It was a sign
of a diseased mind. The causes of a particular disease
should be investigated and removed. They need not
have palatial buildings when their jails became hospitals.
No country could afford that, much less could a poor
country like India. But the outlook of the jail staff
should be that of physicians and nurses in a hospital.
The prisoners should feel that the officials were their
friends. They were there to help them to regain their
mental health and not to harass them in any way. The
popular governments have to issue necessary orders, but
meanwhile the jail staff could do not a little to humanize
their administration. What was the duty of the pri-
soners ?
DUTY OF PRISONERS
As an ex-prisoner he would advise his fellow
prisoners that they should behave as ideal prisoners.
They should avoid breach of jail discipline. They should
put their heart and soul into whatever work was en-
trusted to them. For instance, the prisoners' food was
cooked by themselves. They should clean the rice,
dal or whatever cereal was issued so that there were no
stones and grit or weevils in them. Whatever com-
plaints the prisoners might have should be brought to
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